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MORAL REPORT OF PRESIDENT CARLOS TERRAZ 

ERPA GA - FEBRUARY 7, 2019 in NAMUR 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Rural poultry farming perfectly meets the expectations of European society. 
Well-being of poultry, preservation of the environment, biodiversity, quality and sanitary security, 

revitalization of rural areas, organic production ... are the demands of European citizens and 

consumers, and are also completely what identifies rural poultry. 

 

In addition to meeting perfectly the expectations of European citizens and consumers, rural 

poultry farming is a real asset for rural areas: 

 

- Rural poultry is often found on family farms; they provide diversification and additional income 

and make a decisive contribution to the economic viability of the entire farm. 

 

- They are almost always oriented towards differentiation in quality, often with official signs of 

quality. This promotes value added to the product as well as a correct remuneration for the entire 

production chain, including the producer. The non-intensive nature and small size of rural poultry 

allow an economic model characterized by reduced production volumes and attractive unit 

margins. 

 

- Rural poultry farming helps to revitalize rural areas in a sustainable way, by perpetuating direct 

and indirect jobs. It proposes to small farmers and young people to settle with smaller 

investments than large productions, while respecting natural resources. Rural poultry, especially 

in organic production, has a low impact on the contamination of local water and soils. Dispersion 

in small farms and low density leads to a correct distribution of waste for use as inputs for local 

agriculture. 

 

- Rural poultry represents very varied productions, with a multitude of poultry and stumps, as well 

as poultry producers and very diverse distribution channels. Professional productions with grassy 

paths, well-landscaped with trees and shrubs, as family farms for self-consumption, they respond 

to the plurality of ways of life and production. They also enrich biodiversity, rurality and the offer 

for consumers. 

 

- The orientation towards quality is decisive in our productions which are, in a large number of 

cases, subject to external controls or certifications. Small poultry farmers are very open to 

transparent control of their production methods, either through external controls or directly by 

consumers who know the farms personally. The costs of these controls are high, but it is 

important to give consumers confidence. 

 

Thus, rural poultry promotes employment in rural and often disadvantaged areas, employment of 

young people and women, viability of family farms, bioeconomy, sustainability, biodiversity, 

environmental preservation, landscapes living, the dynamism of rural areas in general, anchoring 

man to the ground, rooting, preserving the customs and traditions, the local culture, to provide a 

non-banal food, high organoleptic quality and rich in values. 

As Miguel Delibes (Spanish writer) said, "men, like trees, who grow where they were planted ...". 
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To return to the subject of the round table: thanks again to all the speakers, the exchanges and 

explanations of each one were very interesting. 

 

ERPA is pleased that the new CAP is resolutely geared to meet the demands of European 

citizens. We note that, to date, rural poultry farming is very often excluded from aid schemes, and 

hope that it can be better valued in the next CAP. 

 

Secondly, we are deeply troubled by the large margin left to each Member State for the definition 

of strategic plans, as it can generate great distortions and unharmonious development throughout 

Europe, generating unfair intra-Community competition. We must act to correct that. 

 

Moreover, without going into extremism or wanting to denigrate standard productions, we 

consider that the new CAP must absolutely favor actions for animal welfare that go beyond the 

general regulation. It should not be limited to establishing sanctions for violation of animal welfare, 

but go beyond and grant bonuses for a real better animal welfare, especially for outdoor 

productions. 

 

In addition, we consider that the national strategic plans for the application of the future CAP 

should contain:Specific aids for small farmers 

 

 

 


