
ERPA’s Annual General Meeting - Brussels,

2 February 2012

Round table «How to promote rural poultry production in Europe?
Indication of the type of farming, local / direct sales, support for small farms? »

On the occasion of ERPA’s
Annual General Meeting, which

took place on 2 February in
Brussels, a round table was
attended by European
representatives to address the
question of how to promote the
production of rural poultry in
Europe.
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Three topics are particularly relevant to rural poultry at EU level:

Indications of the type of rearing as defined in the marketing

ndards regulation, with the risk of seeing a simplification of those
ndards in the revision of the single CMO regulation.

Local and direct sales that could be encouraged through the
lity Package, with a new value statement such as “product from

farm”.

Support for small farms using the CAP 2013.
ERPA invited three European

representatives on the occasion
of its annual congress: left to

right, Andrea Gavinelli, Head of
Unit, Animal Welfare (DG Sanco),

Michael Erhart, Head of Unit,

Agricultural Product Quality Policy

(DG Agri) and Véronique Schmit,
Eurogroup for animals.
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In order to know which opportunities are available to rural poultry, three representatives were
given the opportunity to speak since the nature of their responsibilities would provide the
Europe-wide overview that is very much needed for an understanding of the situation. The aim
was also to raise their awareness to the interest of this sector :

1. Andrea Gavinelli (Chief of the Animal Welfare Unit (DG Sanco) of the European
Commission)

Where animal welfare and consumer information are concerned, rural poultry has undeniable

and important advantages but is not sufficiently recognised by the public and political

authorities, and nor is the consumer made sufficiently aware of rural poultry. While Mr. Gavinelli

understood the message, he nevertheless wished to recall the issues facing the European

Commission in relation to animal welfare measures. He particularly underlined the importance of

guaranteeing the competitiveness of enterprises as well as responding to the needs of European

citizens by providing them with information on systems of production in a transparent and

effective manner.

The statement made by Mr Gavinelli (DG SANCO) featured three main points:

1. The new strategy on animal welfare does not provide for new legislation, but

rather effective monitoring of existing legislation.

2. One of the priorities is to ensure the provision of information on systems of

production in a transparent and effective manner.

3. Scientific research must be associated with the implementation of animal

welfare indicators.

2. Véronique Schmit (Eurogroup for animals)

Eurogroup for animals is a federation of associations for the

protection of animals. In its capacity as a European organisation it

has been defending animal welfare since 1980 with a particular

focus on ensuring that consumers are kept properly informed.

As regards labelling to indicate rearing methods, which is very

important, it is necessary nevertheless for such measures to be

backed by information campaigns.

Concerning the new European strategy on animal welfare,

Eurogroup for animals agrees in principle with the European

Commission in attaching importance to improving the monitoring

of the current standards rather than putting new legislation in

place.

What major projects has the federation worked on?

- Improvements in the transportation of livestock,

- Mandatory labelling of eggs and a ban on conventional cages,

- Improvements in the standards applicable to broiler rearing. On this point, the association
considers that progress has been achieved but is still not enough. Eurogroup for animals also
favours mandatory labelling for broiler meat on the same basis as eggs.



3. Michael Erhart (Chief of the Agricultural product quality policy Unit (DG Agri) of the European
Commission)

In addition to the competencies conferred upon him by the PDO,

PGI and TSG schemes and the Quality Package in general, Mr.

Erhart is the coordinator of the work on direct sales and “from my

farm” products.

On the subject of free-range methods for poultry rearing, he felt

that the terms “free range” and “traditional free range” (i.e. the

terms used in Commission regulation (EC) No. 543/2008) should

also be listed in the quality regulation as optional terms. Since

the Council and the Parliament are not in favour of this, all terms

will however be kept as they currently stand and will not be grouped together in the quality

regulation.

The European Commission is not intending to make changes to marketing standards, including

rearing methods. Monsieur Erhart will take care to retain those that are important in relation to

quality. Ms Schmit agreed with him on this. Where ERPA is concerned, the knowledge that those

terms will be retained comes as a degree of reassurance.

The following is worth

noting in connection with

the round table that

followed the statements

made by the three EU

representatives:

- It is indeed necessary for

the European Commis-

sion to grant more

financial resources to

communication on rearing

methods.

- From 2013, rules will be applied on indications of the origin of poultry meat.

- Regarding “products from my farm”, DG AGRI is conducting an internal study of the benefits of

such labelling since in the view of the DG short supply chains would seem to be reserved for a

niche market (under 10% of total sales of foodstuffs). However, Eurobarometer data highlight the

fact that 90% of consumers would like to buy direct, but that 50% have concerns where the

identification of the products is concerned.
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Given that Brussels was the venue for the Annual
General Meeting this year, FACW-Belgium
(Wallonia’s poultry and rabbit farming
federation), a member of ERPA, availed itself of
the opportunity to provide a presentation of the
situation of poultry farming in the region. Mr
André Théwis, FACW’s President, set out to
demonstrate the importance attached in Wallonia
to coloured breeds on the basis of a legal
framework accompanying differentiations in
poultry quality.

Prior to the Annual General Meeting ERPA
members were able to meet with Belgian MEP
Marc Tarabella at the European Parliament. A
cocktail reception was held in the evening by the
association to which all MEPs active on the
Agriculture Committee were invited.


